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HE firſt Image, from the 
: 1 ſouth-eaſt Corner, is that of 
Edward I. Son of Henry III. 


f * \ * . 


| = - call'd Edward Longſhanks. 
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; Upon the Death of his Fa- 
ther, he returned immediately Home from 
the Holy Land, with his Conſort Eleanor, 
and as ſoon as he mounted his Throne, kept 
France in Awe, ſubdued Wales, and con- 
quer'd Scotland. He began his Reign in 
the Year 1272, and reigned 35 Years, and 
Was interr'd in Weſtminſler Abbey. _ 
Note. His Father reigned 56 Years, which 
was the longeſt Reign of any in England. 
Edward II. Succeeded in the Year 1307, 
but was very unfortunate, . abhorred by both 
Nobles and Commons; for, by the Adyice of 
ſome Favourites, he became ſo oppreſſive, that 


the 


(2) 
the Barons took Arms againſt him, and obli- 
ged him to refign his Crown to Prince Ed- 
ward his Son: Soon after which, he was 
murdered at Brackley Caſtle. But in his Reign 
the Scots recovered their Liberty, which Ro- 
Bert Bruce their King maintained ſo ſucceſsful- 
ly, as to force the Engliſb to quit their Hold in 
that Kingdom. Although King Edward led a 
great Army into Scotland to reduce it, his Forces 


were entirely routed at Bannockburn, and 


he could hardly himſelf eſcape the victorious 
Scots. He reigned 20 Years, and was interred 
at Glouceſter, | 

Note. This King's Statue 1s omitted, per- 


haps, at the Exchange, becauſe of his into- 


lerable Oppreſſion of the Engliſh, and allow- 
ing the Scots to ſhake off their Bondage, thro' 
his indiſcreet Meaſures. 
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2. Edward III. Son of Edward II. began 


to reign in 1327, and made a new Conqueſt 
of Scotland, and after Robert Bruce was dead, 
he obliged the Scots to take Edward Baliol for 
their King, from whom he received Homage. 
Edward, Sirnamed the Black Prince, his eldeſt 
Son, had conferred upon him the Title of Duke 
ef Cumberland, which ſtill by Birth- right de- 


volves to a Son of the Crown; and in this 


Reign was firſt inſtituted the moſt Noble 
Order of the Garter. 


This Prince died in 1376; his untimely 
Death haſtened his Father's, who died ſoon 
N after; 


(3) 
after, having reigned 50 Years, and was buri- 
ed at Weſtminſter. | 

He had ſeven Sons, and five Dine by 
his heroic Queen Philippa; viz. Edward, the 
Black Prince; William of Hatfield ; Lionel, 
Duke of Clarence; Fohbn of Gaunt, Duke of 
Lancaſter; Edmund of Langley, Duke of York; 
William of Windſor, and Thomas of M. codfock, 
Duke of Glouceſter. 

Richard II. Son of Edward the Black 
Prince, ſucceeded to his Grandfather's Crown, 
and having neither Conduct, nor good For- 
tune, miſmanaged Affairs ſo as made his Reign 
very uneaſy, and at length loſt him his Throne. 
He raiſed a Tax, which cauſed an Inſurrection, 
which being quell'd by Sir William Walworthb, 
then Lord Mayor of London, he having ſtab- 
bed one of the principal Offenders, a Dagger 
was added to the City Arms. By this, and 
ſeveral indiſcreet Actions, he was forced 
to reſign his Crown, and was confin'd in 
Pontefract Caſtle in Yorkſhire, where he was 
barbarouſly murdered. He began his Reign 
in the Year 1377, and reigned 22 Years, and 
was interr'd at Langley. 

Note. The Image of this King cannot re- 
call to Remembrance any pleafing Idea, upon. 
which Account, it may have been, on purpoſe, 
omitted in the Royal Exchange. 

Henry IV. Beganhis Reign in the Year 1399. 
He was Son of Fobn of Gaunt, Duke of Lan- 
_” the fourth Son of Edward III. He 
Ba uſarp'd 
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uſurp'd the Throne by the Force of Arms, but 
with the Conſent of the People; for the Iſſue 
of Lionel, Duke of Clarence, third Son to Ed- 
ward III. was thereby ſet aſide. 

But as he obtained the Throne by Stroke of 
Sword, he kept it by the ſame; and therefore 
was obliged, for the moſt Part of his Reign, 
which was but 13 Years, to ſuppreſs Factions, 
quell the Scots, and reduce the Welch. He 
died at London, and was interr'd at Canterbury. 

Note. The Statue of this King is not put 
up in the Royal Exchange, 2 on Ac- 
count of his Uſurpation; ſince no Regard 
ought to be had to the Memory of thoſe that 
defraud their Relations, or even their Fellow- 
Creatures, of their indefeaſible Rights and 
Privileges; and which, in after Reigns, had 
ſuch dreadful Conſequences. 


3. Henry V. Began his Reign in the Vear 
1412, the eldeſt Son of Henry IV. was rakiſh 
in his Youth, but when grown up to Man- 
hood, became religious and brave ; firſt ba- 
niſhing from Court all his lewd Companions, 
then reviv'd the Engliſh Title to the Crown of 
France, and by defeating their great Army of 
50,000, with 13,000 Men, gained himſelf 
immortal Fame. 

Charles VI. was prevail'd upon by his 
Queen, to diſinherit the Dauphin, and to give 
Catharine his Daughter to Henry, whereupon 
Henry was declared Heir to the Crown of 


1 France, 


('s) 
France, and Regent during the King's Life; 
which was ratified by the Sates of France. 
And had he lived, might- have fat on the 
Throne of France. His Reign was but 10 
Years. He died at Vincennes, a Palace near 
Paris, and was interr'd in Weſtminſter. 

He left no Iſſue, but a new-born Son, Henry 
his Succeſſor. He left the Government of 
England, till the Prince was at Age, to his Bro- 
ther Humphry, Duke of Glouceſter ; and the 


Regency of France to John Duke of Bedford, 
his other Brother. 


4. Henry VI. Began his Reign in the 
Year 1422, being the only Iſſue of Henry V. 
The old King of France dying ſoon after Hen- 
ry V. Henry VI. was crowned at Paris, King 
of France, Anno 1431. And Things hada 
good Aſpect there, till the Siege of Orleans 
was raiſed, after which, the Engliſb Inte- 
reſt decreaſed. And the Diſtractions in Eng- 
land very much contributed to our Loſs of 
France, which were occaſioned by Richard 
Duke of Yor#'s Claim to the Crown, being 
deſcended from Lionel; which occafioned hor- 
rid Civil Wars. Meanwhile the French ſhook 
off the Engliſh Yoke, and in five Years recover- 
ed their Liberty, placing the Dauphin on the 
Throne, who was then Charles VII. | 

At Home, one Party being for the King, and 
the other for the Houſe of Vor; the firſt diſ- 
tinguiſh'd by the Name of Red Roſe, and the 
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i laſt, by that of White Roſe, made England a 
Field of Blood. Edward, the eldeſt Son of 
| Richard, Duke of York, fought Henry's 
Forces, came off victorious, and was pro- 


claimed King. 


5. Edward IV. Began his Reign Anno 
1461. He prov'd a brave Hero in War, but 
efteminate in Peace: His Reign ſuffer'd many 
Changes and Revolutions before it was ſettled. 
Queen Margaret of Anjou, Henry VI's Wife, 
reſolving to dethrone him, or periſh in the 
Attempt, gained over to her Intereſt ſeveral 
potent Perſons; and ſometimes the one Party 
prevailed, and ſometimes the other: So that 
Henry was twice made a Priſoner to Edward, 
and Edward once to Henry, At Length, 
Tewkſbury Fight decided the Quarrel in Fa- 
vour of Edward, in which Queen Margaret, 
and Prince Eaward her Son, were taken Pri- 
ſoners. The Prince was kill'd by bloody Rich- 
ard, Duke of Glouceſter, and his Father King 
Henry was murder'd not long after, in the 
Tower, by the ſame cruel Hand; but the Queen 
was ranſomed at laſt. 

Edward IV. died, having reigned 22 Years, 
and was buried at W:ndſor. 

Note. In his Reign the Art of Printing was 
firſt brought into England. | 


6. Edward V. Eldeſt Son of Edward IV. 
ſucceeded his Father, in the Year 1483, but 
was 
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was ſoon cut off, with his Brother Richard, by 
their Uncle Richard, Duke of Glouceſter ; who 
had formerly ſhed ſo much Blood, to make his 
Way to the Crown; and now found Means to 
ſmother theſe two young Princes in their Beds; 
ſo that this young King reigned, only two 
Months. Although he was — yet he 
was never crowned King; for which Reaſon, 
the Crown hangs at ſome Diſtance over the 
Head of his Statue in the Exchange. | 
Richard III. Sirnamed Crook-back, young- 
eſt Brother to Edward IV. and Uncle to E- 
ward V. ſucceeded next, in the ſame Year, 


1485, having made away his Nephews, that 


he might reign without Interruption. But 
this Cruelty ſo exaſperated the Duke of Buck-. 
ingbam, his Favourite, that he quickly contriv'd 
his Ruin. The Crown was offered by his 
Means, to Henry, Duke of Richmond, of the 
Line of Lancaſter, then in France, provided 


he would engage to marry Elizabeth, eldeſt 


Daughter of King Edward IV. whereby the 
Houſes of York and Lancaſter ſhould be uni- 
ted in one; which King Richard having In- 
telligence of, ordered the Duke to be appre- 
hended, and. immediately put to Death, with-. 


. out any Tryal. 


However, Henry accepted the Invitation ; 
came over with a ſmall Force, which was ſoon 
encreaſed to a great Number, by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Welch, his Countrymen; when 
both Armies encountering, Richard was ſlain 
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in Battle, and ſo made Way for Henry to the 
Crown of England. | 


F. Henry VII. Began his Reign in the 

Year 1485, he was a Prince of great Wiſdom. 
and Penetration, but not faultleſs, nor was his 
Reign free from Moleſtation: He was at the 
Charge, (notwithſtanding his growing cove- 
tous in his old Age,) of building that noble 
Chappel adjoining to Weſtminſter, which is 
called, King Henry V II's Chappel; in which 
he was buried, having lived 52 Years, and 
reigned 24. He died at Richmond, and left 
in ready Money 1, 800, ooo . to his Succeſ- 
ſor: He had two Daughters, Margaret and 
Mary; the Firſt, he prudently married to 
James IV. of Scotland, and Mary, to Lewis 
XII. of France, contrary to the Advice of his 
Privy Council, who were for beſtowing the 
Eldeſt upon the greater King. Foreſeeing, that 
if the Crown of England ſhould fall to France, 
by right of Inheritance, England muſt look 
upon France as the greater Kingdom of the 
Two; but falling to Scotland, as it did actual- 
ly in the Perſon of King James I. Scotland 
muſt look upon England as the greater King- 
dom. 


1 8. Henry VIII. The only ſurviving Son 
Of Henry VII. was born at Greenu ich, in 1491. 
and began his Reign in the Year 1509. He 


reigned for ſome Years, with great — 
tl 
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till Cardinal Wolſey depraved his Mind, then 
Cruelty and Luxury ſullied his Virtues, and 
eclips'd his former Glory. He had ſix Wives, 
viz. Catharine of Spain, Anne of Bullen, Fane 
Seymour, Anne of Cleeve, Catharine Howard, 
and Catharine Parr. He put away Catharine 
of Sparn, as an inceſtuous Match, being the 
Widow of Arthur his elder Brother, and caſt 
off Anne of Cleve, becauſe of ſome natural 
Defects; beheaded Anne of Bullen, for pre- 
tended Adultery; and Catharine Howard, for 
real Adultery. Upon his Divorce from Catba- 
rine of Spain, he married his ſecond Wife, 
Anne Bullen, for which the Pope excommuni- 
cated him. Then he ſhook off the Pope's 
Supremacy, and reaſſumed the ancient Power 
of his Anceſtors, that reigned independent of 
the Papal See. The celebrated Thomas Cranmer 
greatly aſſiſted in laying the Ground-work for 
2 Reformation; for which he was preferred to 
the See of Canterbury: Then all the Monaſteries 
were diſſolved, and fix new Biſhopricks erected, 
viz. Weſtminſter, Oxford, Peterborough, Briſtol, 
Cheſter and Glouceſter: All which, except 
have ever fince continued Epiſcopal Sees. Be- 
fore the King renounc'd the Pope, he had writa 
Book againſt Luther, in Defence of the Romiſh 
Church; for which, Pope Leo honoured him 
with the Title of Defender of the Faith; which 
is made fince hereditary to the Kings of 
England, by Act of Parliament. It is obſer- 
vable, that by this Defence, he had ſo rivetted 
| C in 
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( 10 ) 
in his Judgement the Notions of Popery, 
that notwithſtanding his diſowning the Pope's 
Supremacy, he {till adhered ſtrongly to many 
Errors of the Church of Rome; and thereby 
became as a two-edged Sword, ſparing nei- 
ther the Oppoſers of his Supremacy, nor Diſ- 
believers of Tranſubſtantiation; hanging the 
frſt, and burning the laſt. He happily ſup- 
preſs d two Rebellions, one in Lancaſhire, the 
other in Yorkſhire; beſides another in Ireland. 
Wales was in his Reign incorporated with Eng- 
land, and Ireland made a Kingdom: He took 
Terotienne, and other Places from France, and 
beat the Scots at the Battle of Flodden Field; in 
which James IV. (his Brother in Law,) was 
ſlain, To unite Scotland with England, a 
Match was concluded between Prince Edward 
his Son, and Mary the young Queen of Scots, 
but it was afterwards broke off by the Hamil- 
tons, influenced by the French, which occaſi- 
oned a new War, both with France and Scot- 
land; in which Henry took Bologne from the 
French, and deſtroyed by Fire Leith and 
Edinburgh, 'Thus reigned Henry VIII. about 
38 Years, who becoming boiſterous and arbi- 
trary, was a Terror to all his Subjects, and kept 
his Parliament in awe. He died Fanuary 8 
1546, and was buried in Windſor Chappel. 
All the Iſſue he left were his three * oy 
who all died without Iflue, viz. Edward, by 
Jane Seymour; Mary, by Catharine of Spain, 
and Elizabeth, by Anne Bullen. 


9. Ed- 


(211) 
9. Edward VI. Only Son of Henry VIII. 
was about ten Years old when he ſucceeded 
his Father. Of Judgement and Learning ſur- 
paſſing his Age: His Reign began in 1546, 
with a proſperous War againſt the Scots, to 
whom the Duke of Somerſet (his Uncle and 
Lord Protector) gave a great Defeat at Muf- 
ſelburgb. This King's Reign, made great Pro- 
greſs in the Reformation, through the Zeal of 
Archbiſhop Cranmer, and the Protector, not- 
withſtanding their great Oppoſers, Gardiner 
and Bonner, Biſhops of Wincbeſter and London. 
The North-eaſt Paſſage to Archangel was 
firſt diſcovered by Richard Chalimour, in this 
Reign, the grand Thorough-fare of Europe, 
for the Rufian Trade. The Duke of Nor- 
thumberland ſeeing the King in a Conſumption, 
in order to ſettle the Crown in his Family, 
made firſt a Match with Lord Guz{ford, (his 
fourth Son) and Lady Fane Gray, Daugh- 
ter to Henry Gray, Duke of Suffolk; by Fran- 
cis his Wife, Daughter of Mary Queen of Scots, 
Siſter to Henry VIII. Then he got King Ed- 
ward to declare her his Succeſſor by Wh , to 
the Prejudice of his Siſter; and this Will- was 
confirmed, by the Privy Couneil and the Judges, 
The King lived but fixteen Years, reigning 
only fix, and was buried at Weſtminſter. | 


10. Mary I. Eldeſt Daughter of Henry 
VII. by Catharine of Spain, began her Reign 
In 1553, although _ Jane Gray, accord- 
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ing to King Edward's Will, was proclaimed 
Queen before her; yet, the Will being look'd 
upon as forced upon the King, Norfolk and 


Suffolk oppoſed the Eſtabliſhment, and ſeated 


Queen Mary on the Throne; who, as ſoon as 


| ſhe got the Crown, exploded the Reformation, 
and reſtored Popery with ſo much Cruelty, 


that the Kingdom blazed with human Sacri- 


fices. Four Biſhops and Cranmer were burnt; 


Gardiner and Bonner promoted this Violence: 
Then upon a civil Account, the Lady Jane 
Gray, the Duke of Northumberland her Fa- 
ther in Law, the Duke of Suf0/4 her own 
Father, the Lord Guilford her Huſband, 
and his Brother the Lord Thomas Gray, were 
beheaded. Lady Fane Gray, pious, wiſe and 
learned above her Sex, fell a Sacrifice to the 


Ambition of her Friends, by whoſe Perſwaſion 
and Prevalence ſhe aſſum d the Crown with 


Reluctance. But the Lady Elizabeth, call'd by 
the Popiſh Party, The Hope of Hereticks, re- 
main'd ſtill a Stumbling-block, and ſo was 
committed on a ſlight Pretence of Treaſon, to 


a Year's Confinement, before her Innocence 


could procure her Liberty. At laſt Queen Mary, 
almoſt 40 Years of Age, married King Phi- 


lip of Spain, which occaſion*d an Inſurrection, 


tho' unſucceſsful: In this Reign we loſt Calais 
in France, which we had poſleſs'd two hun- 
dred Years. The Queen died upon it, and with 
her Life expir'd a Reign, begun, continued, 
and ended in Blood. She was buried at Meſtmiu- 
ier, having reigned five Years. 

11. Elizabeth 
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11. Elizabeth ſucceeded Mary, in the 
' Year 1558. who prov'd an excellent Queen, 
and brought the Reformation to that Perfec- 
tion it has ever ſince continued in to this Day; 
for which ſhe was excommunicated by the 
Pope, and her Subjects abſolved from their Al- 
legiance, which occaſioned Plots and Rebelli- 
ons. The Roman Party, being very power- 
ful in her Time, ſtrove to cut her off by Trea- 
chery, or dethrone her by Force: But Heaven 
protected her, through her whole Reign, from 
all her Enemies, both at Home and Abroad. 
In this Reign happened the Spaniſb Invaſion, in 
the Year 1588, by King Philip, with his Invin- 
cible Armada, but was diſappointed by the Pro- 
vidence of God; whereupon Queen Elizabeth 
in her Turn invaded the Dominions of Spain, 
both in Europe and America ſo ſucceſsfully, as 
that the Eng///þ Name became a Terror to the 
Spaniards, Howard, Eſſex, Norris, Drake 
and Raleigh, theſe Engliſh Worthies burnt 
Cadiz and the Groyn, intercepted the Plate 
Fleets, and reduced that proud Monarchy to 
ſo low an Ebb, that it has with Difficulty reco- 
vered itſelf ſince. In Ireland, the Queen quell'd 
two Rebellions, the one headed by O Neal, 
and the other by T:r-Owen; ſhe cheriſh'd the 
new-rais'd States of Holland, protected the 
Proteſtants of France, and was Miſtreſs of the 
Main, commanding Reſpect from all Parts of 
the. Globe. . She conſented ( tho' with Re- 
luctance) to the Death of Mary Queen of 

| Scots 
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Scots, charg'd with high Treaſon in England, 
whither ſhe had fedforShelter, from a potent 
Faction in Scotland. She died in the 7oth Year 


of her Age, having reigned 44 Years, and was 
interr di in Weſtminjter. | 


12. ame: I. The firſt King of Great 
Britain, and the ſixth of that Name in Scot- 
land; ſucceeded Queen Elizabeth, in the Year 
1602, being the next Heir to the Crown, 
his Deſcent from Margaret, eldeſt Daughter 
of Henry the VIIth. He was Son of Mary, 
Queen of Scots, Daughter to Fames V. Son of 
James IV. by the aforeſaid Margaret. His 
Father was the Lord Darnley, eldeſt Son of 
Matthew Earl of Lenox; deſcended from 
Robert Stewart, the next Succeſſor to David 
Bruce King of Scots: Upon his Succeſſion to 


F--5* the Crown of England, he quitted the leſſer 


Kingdom for the greater, and made London 
the royal Seat of his three Kingdoms. But 
before he left Scotland, he narrowly eſcap'd a 
Conſpiracy managed againſt him by the Ear! 
of Gowry and his Brothers, and ſoon after his 
Coming — London, he was wonderfully deli- 
vered from the Gun- powder Treaſon, hatch'd 
by the Popiſn Party; both Church and State 
being to be deſtroyed at once, by blowing 1 
the King and Parliament, on the 5th of 
November 1605. The Union of England 
and Scotland happened immediately after 
the Deceaſe of Queen Elizabeth, = _ 
erſon 
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615) 
Perſon of King James I. whoſe Iſſue by Queen 
Anne, was Henry, his eldeſt Son, who died in 
his Father's Life- time. Charles, his next Suc- 
ceſſor, Elizabeth, married to Frederic, Elector 
Palatine of the Rhine, Mary and Sopbia, who 
died young. He reigned 23 Vears, then died 
at Theobalds, his royal Palace in Hertfordſhire, 


aged 59 Years, and was buried in Henry VIT's 


13. Charles I. ſucceeded his Father Feb. 2, 
1625. He was born at Dumferling in Scot- 
land, November the 1oth, 1600. Henrietta his 
Queen, Daughter toKing Henry IV. of France, 
ſtrove hard to bring in Popery, and he had a 
Miniſtry ready moulded for it. His Fondneſs 


of the Queen made him comply with many 


Things not agreeable to the Laws of the 
Kingdom, and he gave more Ear to his Mini- 


ſters than the Parliament. His great Favour 


to the Duke of Buckingham, a Man obnoxious 
to the State, increas'd the Diſguſt of the People. 
Three ſeveral Parliaments made fruitleſs At- 
tempts againſt the Nuke's Life, for the King 
choſe rather to part with them, than with fo 
great a Favourite, who Was afterwards aſſaſſi- 
nated by Feiton. In fine, the Nation was 
without a Parliament for the Spaceof 12 Years, 
and the King ventur'd, againſt the Law, to 
raiſe Ship-money by his own Authority, which 
put the whole Nation into a Ferment. The 
cruel Maſſacte in Ireland, of 200, ooo Bae 
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which the King was falſely charged with by 
his Enemies, was a great Aggravation. The 
Scots enter d into a Covenant againſt Epiſ- 
copacy, which he forced upon them; this 
drew a Remonſtrance from the Diſſenters in 
England, which cauſed the King to convene 
the long Parliament, for the redreſſing of Grie- 
vances. The Houſes proceeded regularly in 
that Affair, till ſome ill- natur d Men foment- 
ing Faction, Things grew to that exceſſive 
Heat, as ſet the Nation in a Flame. The King 
was oblig' d to diſcard his two grand Miniſters, 
Archbiſhop Laud, and theEarl of Strafford, 
who were beheaded. At laſt the Sword was 
drawn, and ſeveral Battles fought, and the 
King falling into the Hands of his Enemies, 
they, out of Pretence of Juſtice, erected a judi- 
cial Court, by which he was ſentenc'd to Death, 
as the Occaſion, Author, and ff bntriver of the 
late inteſtine War, and he was Accordingly be- 
headed before Whitehall Gate, Fanuary 30, 
1648 which was done in the Name of the 
whole People of England, when the better 
Part look d upon it with Horror and Indig- 
nation. For, ſuppoſing the King had un- 
hing d the Government, the moſt that could 
have been done, with any Shadow of Reaſon or 
Juſtice, was to declare the Government diſſol- 
ved, and in a State of Anarchy; in which 
State all are equal, and none can pretend to 
have a legal Power over another; therefore 
they could pretend none over the King. And 
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to reſettle the Government, the whole People 
of England ſhould have had a Hand in it; 
whereas it was done by a Cabal and an Army 
which aw'd the Nation. The King was pri- 
vately buried at Windſor Chappel ; leaving three 
Sons, and three Daughters, viz. Charles his 
next Succeſſor, James Duke of York, and 
Henry Duke of Glouceſter : Three Daughters, 
Mary, who married William Prince of Orange; 
(Father to King William III.) Elizabeth, 
who died a Priſoner in the e of Wight, ſoon 
after her Father's Death, and Henrietta, mar- 
ried to the late Duke of Orleans, only Brother 
to Lewis XIV, of France, 


14. Charles II. eldeſt Son of Charles I. ſuc- 
ceeded his Father, in the Year 1648, but was 
kept from the Crown the Space of 12 Years 
before the Reſtoration: During which Time 
England was reduc'd to a Common-wealth, 
but moulded into various Shapes, till at laſt, 
Oliver Cromwell aſſuming the Government, 


under the Title of Lord Protector, kept Eng- 


land in Awe, curb'd Scotland, reduc'd Ireland, 
beat the Hollanders, got Dunkirk and Famaica 
from Spain, and became a Terror to Europe in 
general. King Charles yielding to ſome 
Conditions impos'd upon him by the Kirk of 
Scotland, was received by the Scots, and be- 
ing crown'd at Scoon, they ſent an Army with 
him into England, to poſſeſs himſelf of it: 
But the Army being entirely defeated at Wor- 

D ceſter, 
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 cefter, and the King hardly eſcaping, he was 
fain to wander about in Diſguiſe for ſix 
Weeks; till at laſt he made his Eſcape into 
France, from whence he was forced to fly 
into the Hpaniſb Dominions, upon a League 
contracted by Cromwell with France, againſt 
Spain. And there was no Hopes of a Reſto- 
ration till Cromwel!'s Death, which happened 
on the 3d of September, 1658, which gave 
Life to the Loyal Party, tho' he left two Sons, 
Richard, who ſucceeded him in the Protec- 
torſhip, and Henry in the Government of Jre- 
land. But Richard was ſoon turn'd out by the 
Army, as being Lukewarm in the Cauſe, 
and the Rump-Parliament reſtored, under 
the Name of the Junto, conſiſting only of 
ſuch Members as were intirely devoted to the 
Cauſe; the reſt having been ſecluded. This 
Funto was ſoon after diſſolved, to make way 
for a new Model of Government, call'd the 
Committee of Safety, of 23 Members: During 
theſe Tranſactions, General Monk, who had an 
Army in Scotland to keep it in Awe, quitted 
that Kingdom, and with his Forces came up 
to London; where a new Scene was opened in 
favour of the exil'd King. He preſently 
forc'd open the Gates of the City, and took 
Poſſeſſion of it: This done, he cauſed the 
Funto to meet again, and made way for the 
tecluded Members to fit with them. In fine, 
they came to this Reſolution, that a free Par- 
lament ſhould be call'd, to fit the 2oth of 
| April 
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April 1660: And having appointed a Council 
of State to govern till the fitting of the Par- 
liament, they broke up. The Parliament be- 
ing met at the Day appointed, voted the Re- 
turn of King Charles, as lawful Heir to the 
Crown: And he was accordingly proclaim'd 
at London, May 8, where he made a moſt 
magnificent Entrance the 29th, being his 
Birth-Day; and on the 23d of April following 
(St. George's Day) was crown'd at Weſtmin- 


ſter, with greater Pomp and Solemnity than 


any King before him; ſo univerſal was the Joy 
of his Subjects upon this Occaſion. Thus the 
Laws of England were reviv'd, the Church 
re-eſtabliſh'd, and all "Things reſtor'd to their 
proper Channel. The next Year the King 
married Catharine, Infanta of Portugal; whole 
Barrenneſs made England very uneaſy: The 


Queen-Mother and Prince Henry died ſoon 


after the Reſtoration; but James Duke of 
York had too great a Share in the Govern- 
ment, during the Reign of King Charles. 
Monk's Standing Army was diſbanded, and 
Riches heap'd upon him; he. was created 
Duke of Albemarle, and buried like a Prince 
after his Death. Several of the late King's 
Judges were condemned as Traytors, and ex- 
ecuted. The King proved a Prince of an ex- 
cellent Temper, affable, and of eaſy Acceſs; 
beloved by all for his innate Clemency; how- 
ever, he indulged himſelf too much in Plea- 
{ures and Voluptuouſneſs, which the Nation 
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imitated to Exceſs. Memorable Events in his 
Reign were, his blowing up Tangzer in the 
Streights, after vaſt Expence had been made 
for the Improvement and keeping of ſo im- 
portant a Place; his ſhutting up the Exche- 
quer, after it was filled with Loans, to the 
Ruin of ſeveral Families. The two Dutch 
Wars, which advantaged neither Side, 
but only render'd them the Game of the 
French, to ſee them weaken one another: 
The dreadful Plague, 5 Years after the Re- 
ſtoration, when we were engaged in the firſt 
War with the Dutch. The Fire of London, 
Sept. 2, 1666, and the Popiſh Plot, that ſtart- 
led the Nation, and for which many ſuffered | 
Death. James Duke of York, then ſtrongly 
ſuſpected of Popery, was forc'd, by the King's 
Command, to withdraw, firſt into Flanders, 
and next into Scotland. By-and-by the Houſe 
of Commons voted him incapable of inherit- 
ing the Crown; but notwithſtanding, he be- 
came more powerful than ever, and diſpoſed 
Matters ſo for his Succeſſion, that upon his 
Brother's Death he ſhould have nothing to do 
but aſcend the Throne. 

No ſooner were all Things ready for this fa- 
tal Change, but the King died, in an Apoplec- 
tic Fit, on the 6th of Feb. 1684, in the 55th 
"Year of his Age, and was buried at Weſtmin- 

er. He had nolawful Iſſue, but left a great 
many Sons whom he own'd, viz. The Duke 
of Monmouth, and Don Carlos Earl of Ply- 


mouth, 
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mouth, who died at Tangiers: Theſe two, the 
firſt Fruits of his Amours, before his Reſto- 
ration. Three Sons by the Dutcheſs of Cleve- 
land, vis. The Dukes of Southainpton, 
Grafton and Northumberland. Two Sons by 
Nell Gwyn, one of which died young, and 
the other was Duke of St. Alban's: And by 


the Dutcheſs of Portſmouth he had the Duke 
of Richmond. 


15. James II, ſucceeded his Brother 
Charles, and proved a very unfortunate Prince. 
' As ſoon as he came to the Crown he ſhew'd 
his Zeal for the Romiſh Cauſe: However, by 
his firſt Declaration, he promiſed great Mat- 
ters to his Subjects, particularly to the Church 
of England, which had ſtruggled fo hard in 
the late Reign ( eſpecially in the Houſe of 
Peers) to ſecure his Succeſſion. - But when 
he found the Church bent againſt Popery 
and Slavery, then he withdrew his Favour 
from her, and courted the Diſſenting Party, 
by granting them a Liberty of Conſcience, 
contrary to Law: But, the Diſſenters, fear- 
ing a Snake in the Graſs, did not much 
rely on his Favour; and what Addreſſes they 
made to him were ſign d but by Few. 

The King having ſuppreſſed the Inſur- 
rection of Argyle in Scotland, and that of 
Monmouth in England, (who were both be- 
headed) and having a brave Army, preſently 

broke looſe upon the Laws, and became arbi- 
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trary ; upon which Roman Catholicks were 
admitted into publick Offices, without taking 
the legal Oaths required ; ſeven Biſhops were 
ſent as Criminals to the Tower, and brought 
to Trial for refuſing an illegal Compliance to 
his Will, but were acquitted by Law. The 
Kingdom ſwarmed with Papiſts; popiſh 
Schools; Chappels, and Monaſteries, were ſet 
up againſt Law; Popiſh Lords fat in Privy- 
Council, and ſome Popiſh Judges on the 
Bench. An Embaſſy was diſpatched to 
the Court of Rome, and a Nuncio ſent from 
thence. hither, who made a ſolemn En- 
trance in Defiance of our Laws. In fine, it 
was now high Time for the Proteftant Party 
to put a Check to this growing Power of the 
Roman Catholicks, upon which they requeſted 
the Prince of Orange to vindicate As Conſart 
the Princeſs's Right, and that of theſe three 
Nations. The Prince being come over with 
a Land Army, revived the Hopes of Pro- 
teſtants, and depreſſed thoſe of the 172 
King Janes had an Army of 30, ooo Men, 
which marched by his Orders to Saliſbury 
Plain, at the firſt News of the Prince's land- 
ing at Torbay; but finding the Nation in 
general declared for the Prince, and that 

Part-of his Forces went over to his Highneſs, 
he. did not think it convenient to ſtand a 
Battle.  Mean-while, the Prince marched up 
to him, and the King, upon his Approach, 
returned to London. Tis made be an 

re 
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break up, and march off in great Confuſion, 
ſome one Way, ſome another. December 10, 
1688, he ſent his Queen into France with the 
(pretended) Prince of Wales, and on the 
Iith, late at Night, he. withdrew himſelf 
from Whitehall, ſteering his Courſe the ſame 
Way. At Feverſham in Kent he happened 
to be ſtopped by ſome Jeſuit Hunters ; but 
being known by ſome Gentlemen, who reſ- 
cued him, he was prevailed upon to go back 
to Wh:tehall on the 16th: But next Day he 
went off again, and in a few Days got over 
to France, where his Queen was already 
landed. | | 
| Mean-while, the Prince came up to Sr. 
James's Palace, where he kept his Court, 
and ſome Time after he had both Civil and 
Military Power lodged in him by the Con- 
vention of the States, which being met, Far. 
22, at Weſtminſter, voted the Abdication of 
King James, and the Throne to be vacant. 
The King lived in the French Court above 
12 Years, and died at Sr. Germain en Laye, 
his uſual Place of Reſidence, Sept. 5, 1701. 

His firſt Wife, when Duke of York, was 
Anne, eldeſt Daughter to Edward Hyde, Earl 
of Clarendon, and Lord High-Chancellor of 
England, upon the Reſtoration of the Royal 
Family, by whom. he had Iflue our late 
Queens, Mary and Anne. By his ſecond 
Wife, Mary, an Italian Princeſs, he had ſe- 
veral ſhort-lived Children, except the Princeſs 


who 


a. 
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who was born, and died in France at Years 
of Maturity, 


16. Villiam III. and Mary II. Prince and 
Princeſs of Orange, ſucceeded King James 
her Father upon the Vote of the Convention, 
who, to demonſtrate their great Satisfaction 
with the Settlement and Value for the Prin- 
ceſs, notwithſtanding the Male-Adminiſtra- 
tion of her unhappy Father, raiſed her joint- 
ly with the Prince to the Degree of a Sove- 
reign, the publick Acts to run in the Name 
of both, but the executive Power to be ſolely 
in the King; ſo that the Prince and Princeſs. 
were equal in Dignity, but not in Authority. 
The Princeſs upon this ſet out from Holland, 
and arrived at Whitehall, Feb. 12. The next 
Day, being the 13th, the Crown was offered 
to their Highnefles in the Name of both 
Houſes; which being accepted, they were 
ſolemnly proclaimed on that Day, and upon 
the 11th of April following crowned with 
great Pomp and Magnificence. The Settle- 
ment of the Crown was thus: To be 
enjoyed by them during their Lives, and the 
Life of the Survivor of them, and after their 
Deceaſes, to be to the Heirs of the Princeſs ; 
and for Default of ſuch Iflue, to the Princeſs 
Anne of Denmark, and the Heirs of her 
Body ; and for Default of ſuch Iflue, to the 


Heirs of the Body of the faid Prince of 
Orange. 


In 


| 
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In Scotland the ſame Courſe was taken for 
ſettling the Government there ; and to pre- 
vent all Diviſions from any pretended Title 
to the Crown, this Settlement was confirmed 
by Act of Parliament, which paſſed Dec. 16, 
1689, with this excellent Proviſo, that all 
and every Perſon reconciled to, or holding 
Communion with the Church of Rome, or pro- 
feſſing the Popiſh Religion, or that ſhall marry 
a Papiſt, hall be excluded, and be for ever 
cs to enjoy the Crown of England 
and Ireland, or any Part of the ſame; that 
in ſuch a Caſe the People ſhall be abſolved of 
their Allegiance, and the Crown ſhall deſcend 
to the next Perſon, being a Proteſtant, that 
ſhould have inherited the ſame, in Caſe the 
ſaid Perſon or Perſons ſo reconciled, &c. as 
aforeſaid, were naturally dead; by which Act, 
farther confirmed and afſerted by the Act of 
Recognition, paſſed in the — Seſſion of 
Parliament, the Crown is by Law for ever 
inſured into Proteſtant Hands, and all Pre- 
tence of Popiſh Suoceffion made null and 
invalidated. 

Ireland, aſſiſted by. France, was then up 
in Arms for King James, to ſecure that 
Kingdom for him, and make Way by it for 
his | += ar here, but in vain. TWO Cam- 
paigns made an entire Conqueſt of that 


Kingdom, one Battle at the Boyne, and the 


other at Aghrim, and obliged King James to 
go back to France, Scotland had al alſo a Party 
E for 
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for King James in open Arms, under the 
Command of Viſcount Dundee, while the 
- Caſtle of Edinburgh held out for the faid 
King, under the Duke of Gordon; but Dundee 
being flain in Fight, and his Forces routed, 
the Caſtle was ſoon after ſurrendered to the 
Government. In England King William had 
the moſt malignant Party to keep under, 
ſome plotting againſt his Life, others betray- 
ing his Counſels, ſo that his Crown proved 
but a Crown of Thorns; and nothing more 
diſtracted the Nation than the clipping of the 
hammered Money to little more than Half 
its Value, together with the Miſmanagement 
of the publick Monies, a great Part of which 
went into private Purſes. Mean-while, we 
could hardly ſtruggle with our War againſt 
France, for the Proſecution of which King 
William went every Year to the Low Coun- 
tries, and in his Abſence left the Queen Re- 
gent, which bloody War continued nine 
Vears, both in ſeveral great Battles by Land, 
and two remarkable Sea-Fights; in the laſt 
of which King William got an entire Victory, 
deſtroying about one Third of the French Fleet, 
and thoſe the beſt of their Ships, while the reſt 
made their Eſcape; from which Time the 
:French Fleet never durſt appear before the 
_ Engliſh in this Reign, ſo that King William 
ſailed triumphantly ever after, both over the 
Ocean, and the Mediterranean. f 


rd | 
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Queen Mary's Death, Dec. 28, 1694, was 
a great Addition to the Grief both of King 
and People, being a Princeſs admired all over 
Europe for her Perfections both of Mind and 
Body. She was buried, with the moſt ſolemn 

Pomp, in Weſtminſter. | | 
King William, after he had ended the 
War with France, thought it very proper, 
upon the Queen's Deceaſe, to put his Parlia- 
ment upon conſidering what farther effectual 
Means might be uſed for ſecuring the Suc- 
ceſſion in the Proteſtant Line, and extinguiſh- 
ing the Hopes of all Pretenders, and their 
open and ſecret Abettors. Accordingly, the 
Parliament paſſed a Bill for the farther Limi- 
tation of 'the Crown, &c. and with the Royal 
Aſſent it was enacted, that after King William, 
and the Princeſs Anne of Denmark, both 
dying without Iflue, the Crown ſhould fall 
next in Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line to 
the Princeſs Sophia, Electreſs and Ducheſs- 
Dowager of Hanover, Daughter of the Prin- 
ceſs E:zabeth, late Queen of Bohemia, Daugh- 
ter of King James I. and after her Deceaſe, 

to the Heirs of her Body, being Proteſtant. 
Thus King W:lkam, like a true Hero, not 
only reſcued theſe Kingdoms from Popery, 
but provided as much as poſſible for their 
future Security.  _ 5 | Bo 

| Upon the Death of King James, Sept. 5, 
1701, the French King affronted theſe King- 
doms exceſſively, by preſuming to proclaim 
| E 2 the 
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the (pretended) Prince of Wales King of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, after he had 
owned King Villiam, by the Treaty of Reſ- 
wick, as King of Great Britain and Ireland. 
This provoked King William in the higheſt 
Degree; and while Preparations were making 
for a new Breach with France, King William 
died March 8, 1701-2, after a Reign of 13 
Years and ſome Months, and was buried at 
Weſtminſter. He was the only Iſſue of William 
of Naſſau, Prince of Orange, and the Lady 
Mary, eldeſt Daughter of King Charles I. 
He was born at the Hague, Nov. 4, 1650, 
ten Days after his Father's Death, and two 
Months before his Time, which made him 
weak and infirm. Queen Mary was his 
Couſin-German, whom he married Nov. 4, 
1677, but had no Iſſue by her. 


17. Anne, Queen Mary's only Siſter, and 
fecond Daughter to King Fames II. ſucceeded 
King Wilkam in the Year 1701-2, whoſe 
Death was a great Joy to France, and as 
great Grief to England and her Allies; but 


the Queen checked the firſt immediately, and 


baniſhed the Fears of the laſt. The very 
Day of her Acceſſion to the Crown, ſhe 
made a gracious Declaration to her Privy- 
Council, expreſſing her deep Senſe of the 
Loſs of the King, and the great Burthen it 
brought_upon herſelf, and declared her on 


King 


Opinion of carrying on all the Preparations ' 
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King Villiam had made to oppoſe the great 
Power of France, and letting no Time lip 
to aſſure her Allies, that nothing ſhould be 
wanting on her Part for the Support of the 
common Cauſe. She was crowned April 23, 
1702, and the 4th of May next the War 
was proclaimed at London, Vienna, and the 
Hague, againſt France and Spain. The Em- 
peror, the Duke of Savoy, and the King 
of Portugal, came into the grand Alliance, 
and proclaimed War alſo againſt the ſame 
Powers. In this War it is ſurpriſing with 
what Rapidity the Duke of Mar/borough con- 
quered the Spaniſh Guelderland, the Electo- 
rate of Cologne, and Biſhoprick of Lzege, the 
French and Bavarians at Blenheim on the 
Danube being totally routed, after he had 
forced their 8. at Schellenberg; his re- 


the French, and conquering all the Duke of 
Bavaria's Eſtates in Germany; his forcing 
the French and Bavarians out of their Lines 
in Brabant; the Battle of Ramellies, ſo fatal 
to the French, in which the French and Spa- 
niſb Troops ſuffered prodigiouſly ; the Victory 2 
at Oude narde, the taking of Lifle and Tournay. 

and the Conqueſt of Mons. All theſe Events 4 
will render her Majeſty's Reign famous to all 
future Ages. 
Next, with reſpect to Spain, how bold was 
our Attempt at Vigo, where we took and de- 
ſtroyed the whole Plate-Fleet, Men of War 


and 
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and others, about 38 Sail; how great an Ac- 
tion was our taking Gibraltar in a Trice, by 
an Handful of Men? and keeping it againit 
a whole Army of French and Spaniards, who 
F attempting to recover it, were obliged to quit 


| their Enterpriſe. 

| Then in Taly, what a diſmal Turn hap- 
I pened in the Affairs of France in the Year 
1707, by the powerful Influence of England! 
& | A numerous Army of French and Spaniards 
AF cut in Pieces before the Walls of Turin, 
„ by the Duke of Savoy and Prince Eugene his 
[/ Couſin, The Duke of Savoy, then ſtripp'd 
1 of all his Dominions by the Power of France, 
even forc'd to quit his capital City, now 
beating the French ( ſuperior in Number) 
out of their Intrenchments, and driving them 
before him, from the very Gates of Turin 
into Dauphine, leaving behind them all their 
Artillery, Ammunition, Caſh, Baggage, &c. 
with the Loſs of 20,000 Men. 

Laſtly, England and Scotland were united 
into one Kingdom, notwithſtanding the great 
Difficulties that had for a Century paſt ren- 
der'd it impracticable. While her victorious 
Arms proſper d Abroad, her Lovet o her Sub- 
jects increas d at Home, for whoſe Advantage 
ſhe accompliſh'd the happy Union of Scot- 
land with England. In fine, the extraordi- 
nary Succeſſes in her Reign, juſtly pronounce 
her one of the moſt triumphant Monarchs of 
farmer Ages. Her Majeſty was born at the 
Re * Royal 
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Royal Palace of St. Famess, Feb. 6, 1664, 
and having had a princely and pious Educa- 
tion, ſhe was, by the provident Care of her 
Uncle King Charles II. for the Security of the 
Proteſtant Religion in Great Britain, diſpos d in 
Marriage, in the Year 1683, to his Royal High- 
neſs Prince George of Denmark, Uncle to his 
preſent Daniſh Majeſty; by whom ſhe had ſeve- 
ral Sons and Daughters, who all died young. 
Before we ſpeak of King George I. it will 
be neceſſary to ſhew the ſeveral Branches of 
the Royal Blood of England, and the Settle- 
ment of the Crown in the Proteſtant Line. 
There are two Branches of the preſent 
Royal Family; the one Proteſtant, the other 
Popiſh; the Latter are neareſt in Deſcent, 
( but diſqualify'd to reign by their — 
deriving it from Henrietta Maria, the fourt 
and youngeſt Daughter of King Charles 1. 
- Who being born during the Heat of the Re- 
bellion, was carried privately to France, 
and there being left wholly to the Care 
of the Queen her Mother, ſhe embra- 
ced the Romiſh Religion, and was mar- 
ried to Philip Duke of Orleans, only Brother 
to Leuis XIV. by whom ſhe had a Son, 
nam'd Philip Charles, who died in his:Infan- 
cy; and two Daughters, Maria Aloifia, mar- 
ried to the Duke of Savoy, who, at the Peace 
of Utrecht, was made King of Sicily; but by 
Agreement - ſince with the Emperor, the 
changed it for Sardinia; and he. was tra 
” lated 
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lated accordingly, in Power and Title, to be 
King of Sardinia. - | | 

The other Branch is in the Houſe of 
Hanover; which begins with the moſt Illuſtri- 
ous Princeſs Sophia, the youngeſt Daughter 
of the Lady Elizabeth, eldeſt Daughter of 
King James I. This Lady Elizabeth married 
Frederick V. Elector Palatine of the Rhine, 
and King of Bobemia, who had three Sons 
and one Daughter, viz. Charles Lodowick, 
Rupert and Edward, and the Lady Sophia, 
born at the Hague, Oct. 3, 1630, and was 
married 1658, to Erneſt Auguſtus, Duke 
of Brunſwick and Lunenburg, who, upon the 
Death of his eldeſt Brother, Anno 1680, Fre- 
gerick, Duke of Hanover, dying without 
Iſſue Male, ſucceeded to the Dukedom of 
Hanover, and the Biſhoprick of Ofnabrug ; 
and becauſe of his many Titles and Domi- 
nions, Hanover was made an Electorate of 


the Empire in the Year 1692. 


The Prince Erneſt had Iſſue by the ſaid 
Princeſs Sophia, George Lewis, King of Great 
Britian, and four Sons beſides, that were moſt 

them ſlain in Battle; and one Daughter, 
ia Charlotte, who was married to the late 


| King of Prufia, and had by him Frederick 
VPilliam, his preſent Pruſſian Majeſty, who has 
- married with his Couſin German, the Princeſs 


Saphia Dorothy, the only Daughter of King 


George I. and Siſter to his preſent Majeſty 


Purſuant 


af 
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Purſuant to an Act of Settlement (before 
mentioned ) on the Death of Her late Sacred 
Majeſty Queen Anne (the Princeſs Sophia his 
Mother, to whom the Crown was limited, dy- 
ing ſome little Time before,) his late Majeſty, 
George Lewis I. the next indiſputable Pro- 
teſtant Heir, was on the Firſt of Auguſt, 1714, 
proclaim'd King of Great Britain, &c. by the 
unanimous Voice of the People: Who hav- 
ing ſoon Notice of the Queen's Death, and 
of his own Acceſſion, haſted over to Eng- 
land, bringing with him his Son, his preſent 
Majeſty, whom he ſoon after created Prince 
of Wales 
On the 18th of Sept. his Majeſty arriv'd in 
the River Thames, and landed that Night at 
Greenwich, where he was met by the Lords 
of the Regency, many of the Privy-Council 
and others of the Nobility and Gentry. From 
thence, after a ſmall Stay, his Majeſty made 
his publick Entry into London, with the 
moſt joyful Acclamations of the People. He 
being thus peaceably and quietly ſettled on 
his Throne, took Care in a very particular 
Manner, to gratify thoſe who in the worſt of 
Times, and under the Frowns of the late 
Miniſtry, had ſhew'd themſelves his Friends: 
Theſe he rewarded with Honours and Prefer- 
ments ſuitable to their great Merit and Affec- 
tion. He next diflolv'd the Parliament, under 
which his Right of Succeſſion had been en- 
dangered; and being now a little at Leifure 
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to look round him, he diſpatch'd Miniſters to 
all Foreign Courts, to notify his Acceſſion, 
and to take Care of his Intereſts: And on the 
20th of October following he was ſolemnly 
crown'd King of Great Britain. He enjoy d 
the Crown 12 Years 10 Months 10 Days, 
and dying abroad in the 67th Year of his 
Age was buried at Hanover. 

George II. ſucceeded his Father June 11, 
in the Year 1727; and ſtill reigns, whom 
God long Preſerve. 


FINIS. 


